
Year 10 Information Evening
Tuesday 24th September



Structure of 
the Evening:

Welcome - HLW

Support with study skills - CJN

Timeline for the next 2 years (Key Dates) - CJN

The Core Subjects – CJN

Purchasing / guidance for support resources – CJN

Personal Development in KS4 – AEC

Careers - JL

Exam Rules and Regulations – HLW

Access Arrangements - SJM



Supporting 
your child 

through 
GCSEs

• Teenagers need approx. 8 hours sleep per night

• Breakfast is a really important meal, so insist that they 
eat it so that they are prepared for lessons at 9am each 
day of the week.

• Calm, quiet spaces for completing homework and 
revision.

• Many students struggle with organisation, try to offer 
strategies for storing notes.

• They may need help with organising revision timetables

• Allowing regular breaks

• Discuss concerns with teachers who will be happy to 
support you.

• Check their homework quality – is it good enough?

• Phones, screens, gaming – agree limits to support them



GCSE Study Skills:





Homework:

• Students should be spending a total of 10 hours per 
week on homework and revision: 2 hours for Maths, 
English and Science and 1 hour per option subject. 

• If you ask them if they have any homework to do, the 
answer is always ‘yes’, they can always do some 
review/recap!



Timeline for the next 2 years

Feb. 2024

Options chosen

Sep. 2024

Begin courses

Apr. 2025

Year 10 mock 
exams

Apr. 2025

Work Experience 
Week

Nov. 2025

Year 11 mock 
exams

Mar. 2026

Year 11 mock 
exams

May 2026

Final exams begin

June 2026

Final exams end

Aug. 2026

Results released



Additional resources to use



Purchasing / guidance for support resources



Core Subjects - English

• Following AQA English Language and English Literature courses.
• Set texts: Macbeth, A Christmas Carol and Lord of the Flies.
• No coursework in English – 4 closed book exams at the end of Year 11.

 How can you support your child?

• Talk to them about the texts we're studying: they need have ideas about a range of different genres 
and texts, so getting your child to articulate their ideas and thoughts (positive or negative!) is really 
important. Question them, challenge their thoughts and encourage them to justify their opinions.

• Watch film adaptations: discuss how characters or setting is presented in a range of different ways 
and encourage them to consider why they might have been presented in that way.

• Visit, tour, explore: if you are able to, take your child to museums and theatres to explore our set 
texts in real life. Encourage your child to learn about the setting and contexts of our set texts.

A reminder to please purchase the set text bundle that is on Scopay.



Core Subjects – English revision

Re-read the 
set texts. Lots! 

Your child 
needs to know 

these texts 
inside out.

CGP Guides can 
be used to remind 
pupils of content, 
themes and key 

quotations.
Great for going 
over what has 

been learned in 
lessons to check 

basic 
understanding! 

Covers many 
other GCSE 

subjects too.

For pupils aiming 
for the high levels, 

this website will 
offer insightful 

and original 
concepts about 

our texts.

Great for podcasts, 
quizzes and study 
skills, as well as 
making revision 

notes from.



Core Subjects – Maths

• Following Edexcel GCSE Maths 9-1 (1MA1).
• 3 exams in summer 2026 (1 non-calculator and 2 calculator papers) all 1 hour 30 minutes.
• Tier of entry: Higher (grades 9-3) Foundation (grades 5-1). Tiers of entry will be decided following the 

Year 11 mock.

 How can you support your child?
• Ensure your child is well equipped for lessons. All equipment can be purchased on Scopay.

• Encourage your child to attend Sum Up The Week (Tuesday and Wednesday lunchtime in1E6 / 1E9). 
This is a drop-in session for students to gain additional help and support from.

• Encourage independent homework. It is helpful for teachers to know where individuals have 
strengths and weaknesses so that we can tailor our support in lessons.  

• Make use of MathsWatch with your child. Sometimes it is helpful for students to have explanations in 
the video rephrased or re-explained.

Maintain positivity, even if you think otherwise!



Core Subjects – Maths revision

CGP Guides can 
be used to remind 
pupils of content, 
themes and key 

quotations.

Corbett Maths
Alternative videos, worksheets 

and practice papers with 
solutions.

Great for 
explanations, 

quizzes and exam 
questions

Maths Watch
All students have an 

account and can watch 
explanatory videos and 
complete tasks online

Maths Genie
A bank of videos, 

lessons and exam 
questions with 

solutions.

Practise
practise 
practise!



Core Subjects – Combined Science
Course Information

• Course Name: AQA GCSE Combined Science: Trilogy (8464)
[Not to be confused with the Synergy or Separate GCSE Science courses]

• The GCSE Combined Science course covers all three sciences and students receive two 
Science GCSEs.

• There are six written exams at the end of the course: two Biology, two Chemistry and two 
Physics. Each exam is 1 hour and 15 minutes long.

• There are two levels of entry in GCSE Combined Science – Higher Tier and Foundation Tier. 
Every student has the opportunity to gain grade 5 in either Tier. Tiers will be decided following 
the Year 11 November mock exams.

• There is no coursework requirement in GCSE Science. Students will complete a selection of 
required practical activities as part of the course.



Core Subjects – Combined Science
Supporting Your Child

• Encourage your child to use their red CGP GCSE AQA revision 
guide for their classwork, homework and revision – they will 
receive their numbered copy this week! Please purchase this 
copy via Scopay.

• You may also wish to purchase the white CGP AQA exam practice 
workbook for your child to use for their revision – all the answers 
are at the back!

• Talk to your child about what they are learning in Science and 
encourage them to read the latest Science and Environmental 
news, watch award-winning nature documentaries, and try the 
books on our Science Reading Canon.

• Science Matters is on every week to support your child with 
classwork, homework and revision – see the clubs list.



Core Subjects – Combined Science
Revision Websites

Great for learning and 
revising Science 

keywords and 
definitions!

Great for revision notes and past 
exam paper questions! Also covers 

Biology, Chemistry, Geography, 
English and Computer Science.

Great for going over 
what has been 

learned in lessons 
to check basic 
understanding! 

Covers many other 
GCSE subjects too.

Great for daily revision and 
catch up from missed lessons! 

Has videos explaining all the 
content with quizzes, 

flashcards and exam questions 
to check understanding. 

Also covers Maths.

Great for podcasts, 
quizzes and study skills, 

as well as making 
revision notes from! 
Covers many other 
GCSE subjects too.



Personal Development at KS4
Our Personal Development programme encompasses:
• Careers Education
• Statutory provision of Religious Education
• Relationships and Sex Education (RSE)
• Personal, Social, Health and Economic Education (PSHE)

The Personal Development programme at HSL:
• is carefully planned, both meeting the statutory requirements and going beyond this 

to ensure that our pupils are ready for the next stage of their journey
• forms an important part of the KS4 curriculum offer
• is delivered by a carefully selected team of experienced tutors



Work Experience
Parents Information 

6th – 9th

May 2025



Why do Work 
Experience?
• Gain an understanding of the working day 

• Work with new people in a different environment.

• Learn new skills and take on new responsibilities.

• Work independently or part of a team.

• Build confidence.

• Help with decisions about future careers.

• Add to CV and may even lead to a job.

• Employability 



Application 
process – 

student led

• Students to approach prospective employers with a 
CV and covering letter and ask for a placement

Why?

• Part of the learning experience and will help later when seeking full-time 
employment

• Employers can see independence, initiative and enthusiasm

• An opportunity for students to get a feel for what the placement has to offer and 
discuss what they hope to gain



CV and Covering Letter
Students attended a CV workshop this 
morning with local recruitment companies. 
They went through the do's and don'ts of CV 
writing, and spent time on Unifrog  starting to 
creating their CV.

• Sample cover letters and CV writing 
information can be found on the Careers 
pages of VLE 



CV Do’s
• Use the same font style 
throughout
• Check contact details are 
correct
• Check they have listed at 
least 4 achievements – in 
school AND out of school
• List the subjects you are 
taking for GCSE's
• Check spelling. Ask TWO 
other people, preferably at least 
one adult/parent to read 
through and check it too.
• List at least ONE referee who 
has a good idea of  character 
and achievements – Tutor or 
Teacher



CV DON'TS

• Have ANY spelling 
errors

• Have lots of different 
font styles and sizes

• Have limited or no 
achievements

• Have limited or no 
interests

• Have an email address 
that is inappropriate 
e.g. 
slinkysteph@hotmail.
com  

mailto:slinkysteph@hotmail.com
mailto:slinkysteph@hotmail.com


VLE – Careers Pages 



VLE - Work 
Experience 
Section 

• Some companies have an application procedure 
and deadlines  e.g. Kohler Mira, GE, Renishaw. 
Details of these will be on the VLE as soon as 
they have been released by companies



Points to note

• Placements are usually taken very 
quickly and there is a lot of 
competition between schools

• Each student should be prepared 
to apply to numerous places - it is 
unlikely they will get a yes 
immediately

• If students cannot find a business 
that involves their dream job, don’t 
worry, work experience is a general 
introduction to the world of work - 
Skills such as communication, 
time-keeping, presentation, taking 
responsibility and using initiative 
are more important than the actual 
job



• Once a student secures a 
placement,  they will then 
need to enter the placement 
information on their Unifrog 
account.

 

• The Unifrog system will then 
email the employer, the 
parent / guardian, and the 
school, to collect the 
necessary information and 
permissions. For the process 
to work, it’s essential that 
students add the initial 
information about the 
placement accurately.



ONCE A STUDENT GETS A PLACEMENT



Mrs Lewis – 
JL@hsl.gloucs.sch.uk

Spreadsheet of previous 
work placements

VLE – WORK EXPERIENCE 
INFORMATION in the 
Careers section

Guide to CV writing and 
cover letter – Workshop 
24th of September.

Tutor support

Supporting Information

Balcarras Trust Careers Fair – Thursday 3rd of October from 6pm 
until  7.30pm - Lots of opportunities to speak to organisations 
about work experience placements



Work Experience 
Timeline

• 20th September  – Launch  to 
students via assembly

• 24th September – CV Writing

• 26th November 2024 - Practise 
Interviews 

• September to January - Students to 
secure placements

• 31st January 2025 - Deadline for 
Placement to be entered on Unifrog

• 6th to the 9th May 2025– Work 
Experience



Exam Rules and Regulations

Awareness of:
• Rules & deadlines for NEAs (non-examined assessments) - DT; Art; Textiles; Music; PE practical; Health and Social 

Care
• Plagiarism and use of AI
• Social media
• Conduct in exams (no watches/phones etc.)



Access Arrangements

These are governed by JCQ 
regulations which have 
tightened recently. The 

school cannot work 
outside these regulations 
under any circumstances.

Arrangements are made on 
a subject-by-subject basis 

(this may be a change if 
you have older children).

Prior eligibility (e.g. for 
SATs) will not necessarily 

apply.

Some students will require 
further testing, this will be 

arranged by the school and 
will take place in waves.

It is essential that students 
give consent for their data 

to be shared with the exam 
boards.

Emergency arrangements 
(e.g. for a broken arm) are 

possible, but as much 
notice as possible is 

helpful.
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